
 
 

Kindergarten: 
Expression of Music: 

1.Respond to musical opposites 
 a. Echo and perform simple melodic and rhythmic patterns. 
 b. Respond (sing, move, and play) to changes in mood or form (e.g., beat,tempo, dynamics, and melodic direction) 
 c. Respond (sing, move, and play) to music, differentiating between sound and silence. 

           2. Perform introductory songs with accurate pitch, rhythm, expressive elements 
 a. Sing and move using simple songs and singing games 
 b. Demonstrate speaking, singing, whispering, and shouting voice 

           3. Apply teacher critique and self-reflection to refine individual technique and performance of introductory songs    
 a. Engage in refinement and feedback processes to prepare music for performance. 
 b. Self-evaluate to refine musical performance 

 
 Creation of Music: 

1. Compose, improvise, and arrange simple patterns using rhythm and/or pitch  
 b. Improvise sound effects and simple patterns to stories and poems. 

 
 Theory of Music: 

1. Identify and demonstrate melodic and rhythmic opposites.  
 a. Melody: Identify and demonstrate high/low, same/different, up/down. 
 b. Rhythm: Identify and demonstrate beat/no beat, same/different  

        2. Identify and demonstrate tempo and dynamic opposites 
 a. Tempo: Identify and demonstrate fast/slow 
 b. Dynamics: Identify and demonstrate loud/soft, sound/silence, same/different 

          3. Identify and demonstrate basic form and timbre elements 
 a. Timbre: Aurally identify vocal/instrumental sounds, speaking/singing/whispering/shouting voices. 
 b. Form: Aurally identify same/different, introduction, question/answer. 
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 Aesthetic Valuation of Music:  
      2. Recognize relationships between music and celebrations in daily life. 

 b. Listen and respond to various musical styles (such as marches and lullabies).  
 
1st Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

1. Perform music that demonstrates learned rhythmic and melodic patterns.  
 c. Perform a steady beat while contrasting rhythms are being played.   

           2. Perform basic songs with accurate pitch, rhythm, tone and expressive elements  
 a. Sing, play, and/or move while maintaining steady beat.   

           3. Apply teacher and peer critique and self-reflection to refine individual technique and performance of basic songs     
 b. Self-evaluate to refine musical performance.  

 
 Creation of Music: 

1. Compose, improvise and arrange short phrases using rhythm and/or pitch.   
 b. Improvise short patterns using known pitches and rhythms 
 c. Arrange instrumental and vocal patterns to enhance poems, rhymes, stories and songs. (e.g., create a spooky soundscape to go with a Halloween poem; create a 

happy pattern to be background music for a happy part of a story) 
 
 Theory of Music: 

1. Identify and demonstrate introductory melodic and rhythmic patterns   
 a. Melody: Identify and demonstrate same/different patterns, three-note patterns 
 b. Rhythm: Identify and demonstrate quarter note/rest, paired eighth notes, steady beat, strong/weak, beat vs rhythm, same/different.         

       2. Identify and demonstrate changes in tempos and dynamics  
 b. Dynamics: Identify and demonstrate louder/softer, piano, forte 

        3. Identify and demonstrate basic form, meter, and timbre elements  
 c. Timbre: Aurally identify pitched/non-pitched instruments.  

 

 Aesthetic Valuation of Music:  
1. Describe and/or demonstrate how ideas or moods are communicated through music 

 a. Describe specific elements of music that impact thoughts or emotions. 
 b. Communicate understanding of music ideas or moods through of variety of mediums (e.g., movement, drawing, storytelling) 

 
 
 
 



  
2nd Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

3. Apply teacher and peer critique and self-reflection to refine individual technique and performance of simple songs   
 a. Engage in refinement and feedback processes to prepare music for performance 
 b. Self-evaluate to refine musical performance 

            
 Creation of Music: 

1. Compose, improvise and arrange phrases using rhythm and/or pitch.   
 a. Compose instrumental and vocal patterns using known rhythms and pitches 
 c. Arrange a song by adding an ostinato using known pitches and rhythms (e.g., let students design a minor ostinato to accompany a minor song they are singing in 

class; instructor gives the students the pitches and the students choose how to use them).  
 

 Theory of Music: 
1. Identify and demonstrate basic melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic patterns    
 a. Melody: Identify and demonstrate step/skip/repeat within a melody 
 b. Rhythm: Identify and demonstrate half note/rest, whole note/rest 
 c. Harmony: Identify and demonstrate introductory harmony using the tonic chord (e.g., intervals, borduns, ostinato, home tone). 

       2. Identify and demonstrate extreme changes in tempos, dynamics, and articulations   
 a. Tempo: Identify and demonstrate presto/largo 
 c. Articulation: Identify and demonstrate smooth/connected, short/separated.  

        3. Identify and demonstrate intermediate form, meter, and timbre elements.  
 a. Form: Aurally identify ABA, verse/refrain, coda. 
 c. Timbre: Aurally categorize instruments 

 

 Aesthetic Valuation of Music:  
2. Describe music from various cultures in their own words     

 b. Explain their own cultural and social interests in music. 
    

3rd Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

1. Perform phrases demonstrating learned rhythmic, melodic, and chordal accompaniment components    
 b. Perform multiple rhythmic and melodic ostinati in small groups 

3. Perform notated songs with accurate pitch, rhythm, harmony, tone and expressive elements  
 b. Perform two-part songs (example: rounds, partner songs) using speech, body percussion, singing, movement, or instruments 

     
 
 



        
 Creation of Music: 

1. Compose, improvise and arrange in known musical forms using rhythm and/or pitch    
 b. Improvise phrases within a musical selection. 

 

 Theory of Music: 
1. Identify and demonstrate notated melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic patterns within the treble staff.    
 a. Melody: Identify and demonstrate line and space notes within a melody. 
 b. Rhythm: Identify and demonstrate four sixteenth notes, dotted half note 
 c. Harmony: Identify and demonstrate harmonic changes using tonic and dominant chords (e.g. intervals, bourdun, ostinato, home tone). 

       2. Identify and demonstrate gradual tempos, dynamics, and articulations  
 a. Tempo: Identify and demonstrate accelerando/ritardando 
 b. Dynamics: Identify and demonstrate crescendo/decrescendo. 

        3. Identify and demonstrate advanced form, meter, and timbre elements  
 a. Form: Aurally identify rondo 
 b. Meter: Identify and demonstrate various time signatures including 2/4, 3/4, 4/4. 

 

 4th Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

3. Apply teacher and peer critique and self-reflection to refine individual and ensemble technique and performance of notated songs     
 a. Engage in refinement and feedback processes to prepare music for performance  
 b. Self-evaluate to refine musical performance  

  

 Creation of Music: 
1. Compose, improvise and arrange melody using rhythm and pitch  
 b. Improvise a section of melody using known rhythms and pitches.  

 

 Theory of Music: 
1. Identify and demonstrate extended notated melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic patterns within the treble staff     
 a. Melody: Identify and perform in major/minor tonalities  
 b. Rhythm: Identify and demonstrate dotted quarter/eighth, eighth note triplets. 
 c. Harmony: Identify and demonstrate basic harmonic patterns. (e.g. I-V, V-I). 

       2. Identify and demonstrate subtle differences in tempos, dynamics, and articulations.  
 a. Tempo: Identify and demonstrate fermata 
 b. Dynamics: Identify and demonstrate mezzo forte, mezzo piano, pianissimo/fortissimo 
 c. Articulation: Identify and demonstrate accent  

         
 



 
       3. Identify and demonstrate complex form, meter, and timbre elements. a. Form: Aurally identify rondo 

 c. Timbre: Aurally identify 2+ parts.  
 

5th Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

1. Perform songs that demonstrate learned rhythmic, melodic, and chordal accompaniment components.      
 c. Play and sing songs in major and minor keys 

4. Apply teacher and peer critique and self-reflection to refine individual and ensemble technique and performance 
 a. Engage in refinement and feedback processes to prepare music for performance 
 b. Self-evaluate to refine musical performance 

 

 Theory of Music: 
2. Identify and demonstrate new and learned tempos, dynamics, and articulations.      
 a. Tempo: Identify and demonstrate written tempo symbols. 
 b. Dynamics: Identify and demonstrate the written symbols for dynamic changes 
 c. Articulation: Identify and demonstrate learned written articulations 

       3. Identify and apply complex form, meter, and timbre elements.  
 b. Meter: Identify the purpose of the top and bottom number in a time signature         

 
 Aesthetic Valuation of Music: 

1. Create and use specific criteria in making judgments about the quality of a musical performance 
 b. Discuss the difference between preference versus quality of musical works 

2. Identify differences and commonalities in music from different historical periods and different cultures  
 c. Communicate ways in which music has been important to people throughout historical periods 

 

6th Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

2. Perform Music in unison and two-parts accurately and with technique in order to convey intent.   
 a. Sing and/or play with correct technique and consistent tone quality, intonation, balance, diction/articulation, and phrasing. (See levels .5-1 in Music Skills Appendix 
 b. Respond to written or visual cues for tempo, simple dynamics, and time signatures including 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4. 
 c. Demonstrate the ability to adjust elements of music (pitch, rhythm, dynamics, timbre, texture, form). (See levels .5-1 in Music Skills Appendix          

3. Apply teacher and peer critiques and self-reflection to refine individual and/or ensemble performances 
 a. Identify and apply teacher and peer feedback to rehearse, refine, and determine when a piece is ready to perform. 
 b. Apply self-reflection process to refine musical performance 

 
 
 



 
 Creation of Music: 

1. Compose, improvise, and arrange simple melodic and rhythmic phrases to convey intent    
 a. Compose a combination of melodic and rhythmic phrases of basic length (e.g., 2-4 measures) within structured parameters using a variety of notation methods at a 

.5-1 level on the difficulty rating scale. (See levels .5- 1 in Music Skills Appendix 
 c. Arrange an existing piece by changing one musical element. (See levels .5-1 in Music Skills Appendix 

 

 Theory of Music: 
1. Read, notate, and identify musical symbols by name or function for rhythm, pitch, articulation, and dynamics    
 a. Identify by name or function and notate musical symbols. (See level 1 in Music Skills Appendix 
 c. Notate melodic and/or rhythmic patterns of two to four measures. (Select levels .5-1 in the Music Skills Appendix        

       3. Aurally identify and differentiate elements of a piece of music   
 b. Aurally recall a simple melodic phrase and play or sing it back. 

 

 Aesthetic Valuation of Music:  
1. Evaluate musical performances using prescribed criteria. 
 a. Identify criteria used in evaluating various kinds of musical performances. 

2. Identify and describe uses for music in different world cultures   
 b. Describe various ways music is used and enjoyed in different cultural traditions 

 

7th Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

1. Perform contrasting pieces of music, making interpretive and expressive choices    
 a. Perform music rhythmically correct. (See levels 1-2 in Music Skills Appendix). 
 b. Perform music with correct pitches and intonation. (See levels 1-2 in Music Skills Appendix 
 c. Perform music with expressive qualities. (See levels 1-2 in Music Skills Appendix) 

 2. Perform music in two or more parts accurately and with technique in order to convey intent.  
 a. Sing and/or play with correct technique with consistent tone quality, intonation, balance, diction/articulation and phrasing. (See levels 1-2 in Music Skills Appendix).  
 b. Respond to written or visual cues for tempo, dynamics, and time signatures including 6/8. 
 c. Demonstrate the ability to adjust elements of music (pitch, rhythm dynamics, timbre, texture, form). (See levels 1-2 in Music Skills Appendix) 

3. Apply self-reflection to create criteria and refine the individual and/or ensemble performances. 
 a. Identify and apply self-reflection of criteria to rehearse, refine, and determine when the music is ready to perform. 
 b. Apply self-reflection process to refine musical performance 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Theory of Music: 
1. Read, notate, and identify by name or function standard symbols for rhythm, pitch articulation, dynamics, tempo, and form     
 a. Identify by name or function and notate musical symbols. (See level 2 in Music Skills Appendix) 

 b. Sight-read, observing all musical symbols, tempo indications, expressive indications, and technical indications. (See level 1 in the Music Skills Appendix) 
 c. Notate melodic and/or rhythmic patterns of two to four measures. (See levels 1-2 in the Music Skills Appendix) 

2. Analyze structure, use of musical elements, and expressive choices within musical compositions.    
 a. Describe the way in which elements of music and form are manipulated and how it informs the response to music. b. Aurally recall a simple melodic phrase and 

play or sing it back. 
 b. Analyze a musical excerpt and describe the composer’s application of musical structures and elements. (See levels 1-2 in Music Skills Appendix) 

4. Aurally identify and differentiate elements of music including simple tonal and/or rhythmic relationships. 
 a. Listen to a rhythmic phrase of 2-4 measures and notate the correct rhythm 
 b. Listen to two diatonic tones and identify the interval from a given starting pitch. 
 c. Aurally identify a variety of tonalities 

 

 Aesthetic Valuation of Music:  
4. Identify and describe the ways in which music is used as historical record  
 b. Identify how different historical contexts can result in different music performances and interpretations 

 

8th Grade: 
Expression of Music: 

1. Perform contrasting pieces of music, making interpretive and expressive choices    
 a. Perform music rhythmically correct. (See levels 2-3 in Music Skills Appendix) 
 b. Perform music with correct pitches and intonation. (See levels 2-3 in Music Skills Appendix) 
 c. Perform music with expressive qualities. (See levels 2-3 in Music Skills Appendix.) 

2. Perform music in three or more parts accurately and with technique in order to convey intent. 
 a. Sing and/or play with correct technique and consistent tone quality, intonation, balance, diction/articulation and phrasing. (See levels 2-3 in Music Skills Appendix) 
  b. Respond to conductor’s cues of balance and blend while singing or playing in an ensemble 
 c. Demonstrate the ability to adjust elements of music (pitch, rhythm, dynamics, timbre, texture, form). (See levels 3-4 in Music Skills Appendix) 

4. Apply personal and prescribed criteria to develop a practice cycle. 
 a. Identify and apply personally developed criteria to rehearse, refine, and determine when the music is ready to perform. 
 b. Apply self-reflection process to refine musical performance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Theory of Music: 

1. Read, notate, and identify by name or function complex standard symbols for rhythm, pitch articulation, dynamics, tempo, and form.    
 a. Identify by name or function and notate musical symbols. (See level 3 in Music Skills Appendix) 
 b. Sight-read, observing all musical symbols, tempo indications, expressive indications, and technical indications. (See level 2 in the Music Skills Appendix) 

          

 Aesthetic Valuation of Music:  
1. Evaluate and assess the quality of musical performances or compositions using student-created criteria. 

 a. Develop and describe personal criteria for evaluating musical performances. 
 b. Listen to a performance and assign a quality rating based on student-created criteria. Explain and justify the rating 

  4.Compare and contrast uses for music in historical events 
 b. Identify how different historical contexts inform performance and results in different musical effects. 

 
High School: 
Expression of Music: 

1. Perform contrasting pieces of music, making interpretive and expressive choices.    
 a. Perform music rhythmically correct. (See levels 4-5 in Music Skills Appendix)  
 b. Perform music with correct pitches and intonation. (See levels 4-5 in Music Skills Appendix) 

2. Perform music accurately and expressively, demonstrating self-evaluation and personal interpretation  
 a. Sing and/or play with correct technique with consistent tone quality, intonation, balance, diction/articulation and phrasing. (See levels 4-5 in Music Appendix)  

       3. Synthesize multiple sources of feedback to develop and implement personal practice cycles to refine performance.. 
 b. Apply self-reflection process to refine musical performance.  

 

 Theory of Music: 
1. Read and notate level-appropriate music accurately and expressively     
 a. Identify by name or function and notate musical symbols. (See level 4 in Music Skills Appendix) 
 b. Sight-read, observing all musical symbols, tempo indications, expressive indications, and technical indications. (See level .5 in the Music Skills Appendix) 

2. Analyze structure, use of musical elements, and expressive choices within musical compositions. 
 b. Analyze a musical excerpt and describe the composer’s application of musical structures and elements. (See levels 3-4 in Music Skills Appendix) 

 
Aesthetic Valuation of Music:  

1. Evaluate and assess the quality of musical performances or compositions and defend those aesthetic choices using valid criteria.  
 b. Listen to a performance and assign a quality rating based on objective and subjective criteria. Explain and justify the rating. a. Develop and describe personal 

criteria for evaluating musical performances. 


